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=n HE Unitie of Your 
EZ | Church, (Excellext So- 
veraigne) isathingno 
| lefle precions , than 
Sf the Union of. your 
SH Kingdomes., being 
= both 'Workes wherin 
=. \ happinefſe ma 

4 your ppl eſſe may 
EANDZAY NAN contend with your 
ED vat -worthinefle. Having 
Ln —<S == therefore preſnmed 
not, without/your Majeſtiesgracious acceptation 
ro ſay ſomewhat of the one, T1 am the more in- 
couraged not to be ſilent inthe orher ;'the ra- 
cher, .becauſe it is att Argament thar [ have tra- 
 velledYererofore : Bur Solomon commenderh a 
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word ſpoken in ſeaſon ; and as our Saviour (ſpea- 

king of the diſcerning of ſeaſons) ſaith, when you 
ſee acloud riſing inthe weſt, youſay it will be aſhowre: 

Soyour MHazeſty, riſing to this. Honarchee in the 
| Weſt parts of the Wortd, doth promiſe a ſweer 
and fruitefull- houre of many bleffings upon. this 
ommon-wealth , a ſhowre of thar 
influence,as the very firſt dewes anddrops there- 
of, zhave. already layd the ftormes and windes 
throughout Chriſtendome, reducing the very face 
of Exrope, to a more peaceable and amiable Coun- 
renance. Buttothe purpoſe, ' 

It is very true that theſe Eccleſiaſticall matters, 
roperly appertaining to my pro- 
was not ſo inconſiderate, bur to. 

objet ro-my ſelfe ;. bur finding that it is many 

times ſeene,thata-man that ſtandeth off,and ſome- 
_-.--what removed froma plortof ground, doth better 
than thoſe which are up- 
on it, I thought it no  poſhible , bur thar 1 as a 
looker on; might caſt mine eyes upon ſome things 
which the aQors themſelves, (eſpecially ſome be- 
ing interefſed, ſome led and addicted, ſome decla- 
redendingaged) did not , or would nor fee ; and 
that knowing in my Conſcience , wheretoGop 
beareth witnefſe, that the things which I ſhall 
ſpeake,ſpring ont of no vaineof popularitic,often- 
carion,deſire of noveltie,partialitic to cither fide, 
diſpoſitian to intermeddle,or any the like LevenL 


Churchand 
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may conceive hope, that whatT waar in depth of 
judgement, may be councervailedin fimplicirie, 
= ſigceritie of affetion. Bar of all chings, chis 
did moſt animate me, that I found in theſe opini- 
ons of mine,(which I have long held and embra- 
ced, as may appeare by that. whichTI have many 
yeares ſince written ofrhem,accordingtothe pro- 
portion,neverthelefle of my weakeneſſe)a conſene 
and confirmity with that which your Majeſty hath 
publiſhed, of your owne moſt Chriſtian, moſt wiſe 
and mederate ſence in theſe cauſes : wherein yon 
have well exprefſed to the World,thar there is in- 
fuſed ia your ſacred. breſt from God, thac-high - 
principle andpoſirion of Government , That you 
ever hold the whole more deereyhan anypart. 

* For whoſceth not, that many are affe&ted and 
give opinion in theſe matters, as ifrhey had not ſo 
much a deſire ro purge the evil from the good, ay 
rocountenanceand protett the evil by the goodas- 
Ochers ſpeake as if their ſcope were onelyrto ſer 
forth what is good, and nor to ſecke forth whar is 
poſſible, which is to wiſh and nottopropound. 
Others proceed, as if they bad rathera'minde of 
remouing , then of reforming. Bute howſoever 
either ſide as men, though excellent men ſhall run 
into extremities, yet your Maicfty, asa moſt wiſe, 
£quall,%& Chriſtian Moderator , is diſpoſed to fin1 
out the golden Mediocrity,in the eſtabliſhment of 
that which is ſound, andin the reparation of thar 
which 
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which is corrupt and decayed. To your Princely 
judgement then I doc inall humbleneſſe, ſubmir 
whatſoever I ſhall propound, offering the ſame 
bur as a mire into the Treaſurie of your Wiſdome? 
For asthe Aſtronomers do wel obſerve,that when 
three of the ſuperiour Lights do meer in conjun- 
Qion, it bringeth forth ſome admirable effeas: 
-1othere being joyned in your Majeſty the light of 
Nacure,, the lighr of Learning, and above all the 
Hght of Gods holy {pirit,ic cannot be bur your go- 
vernment muſt be as a happy conſtellation over 
the Stares of your Kingdomes. Neither is there 
wanting to your Majeſty that fourth Lighr,which 
thoughir be bura borrowed Light;yet is of ſfingu- 
ler effticacieand moment addedro'the reſt, which 


__—-isthe Light ofa moſt wiſe, and well compounded 


Councell, ro whoſe Honourable and grave Wil- 
domes I doe likewiſe ſubmir whatſoever I ſhall 
ſay;Hoping that I ſhall nor-necd to make proteſta- 
rion of my mindand opinion,that untill your Ma- 
jeftie dothotherwiſe derermine and order,all a&n. 
all and full obedience is to be given to Eccleſiaſti- 
© call juriſdiction, as it naw ſtands; and when your 
Majeſtic hath derermined and ordered, that every 
good Subjet ought to reſt ſatisfied, and apply his 
obedience toyour Majeſties Lawes , Ordinances, 
and Royallcommandements. Nor of the diſlike 
1 have of all immodeſt bicrernefſe , peremprorie 
preſumption;popular handling, and other courſes 
tending 
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cending rather to rumour and impreſſion in the 
yulgar ſort ,then to likelyhood of cfte&,iopned 
with obſervation of dutie. 

Bur before I enter into the points controverted 
I think good to remove (if it may be ) ewo opi- 
nions, which doe direaly confront and oppone to 
reformation, the one bringingit to a nullitie, and 
the other to an impoſſibilitic . The firſt iv, That it _ 
75 againſt £00d policze to innovate any thing in Church 
matters. Theother, That all reformation muſt be af- 
ter one Plarforme. 

For the firſt of theſe, it is excellently ſaid by the 
Prophet, State ſuper vias antiquas, & widete quz- 
nam ſit via rela & vera, & ambulatemnea. 
he doth not ſay, Srate ſuper vias entiquas, (7 ambu- 
lat' xn cis, For it is true, that with all wiſe and 
moderare perſons, cuſtyme and viage obraineth 
thar reverence, as it is ſufficient matter ro moove 
them to make a ſtand, and to diſcover and rake a 
view, bur it is no warrantto guide or condutt the; 
ainſt ground I (zy icis of deliberation, bur nor of 
direQion, Bur on the orher fide, who knoweth 
nor thartime is truly compared toa ftreame, that 
carieth downe freſh and pure waters into thar ſalr 
ſea of corruption which torts all bumane” 
ations? And. therefore if man ſhall nor by his in- 
duftry, vertue, aud policie, as ir were with-the 
oare row againſt the ſtreame and inclination of 
time, all inſtitations & ordinances, be they _ 
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ſo pure will corrupt and degenerate: Bur not to 
handle this matter common -place-like, I would 
only aske, why the Cavill State ſhould be purged 
and reſtored by good and wholeſom. Lawes made 
every third & fourth yeere in Parliaments afſem- 
bled, deviſing remedies as faſt as time breederh 
miſchiefs,and contrariwiſethe Eccleſiaſtical State 
ſhould fti!l continue vpon the dregs of time, and 
receive no alteration now. for theſe five and torty 
yeares and more? Ifany man (hall objeR, thar if 
the like intermiſhon had beene uſed in Civill cau- 
ſes alſo, the error had not beene great. Sarely,the 
wiſedome of the Kingdome hath beene other- 
wiſe inexperience,For three hundred yeares ſpace 
at the leaſt, Burif it be ſaid to me. that there is a 
difference betweene Civill cauſes and Eccleſfiaſti- 
call, rhey may as well tell me, that Churches and 


Chappels need no reparations, though Caſtles 


and houſes doe, whereas commonly to ſpeake 
truth, dilapidations ot the inward and (pirituall 
edifications of the Church ot God arc in all rimes 
as great, as the outward and materiall. Sure I am, 
that the very word and ſtile of Reformation uſed 
by our Saviour, ab zn:tio non fuit ita, was applyed 
to Church-matters,and thoſe of the higheſt nature 
. concerning the Law morall. 

Nevertheleſſe, hee were both unthankefull and 
unwiſe thar would deny, but that the Church of 
England during the time of Queene Elizab:ih of 
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famous memorie did flouriſh. If I hould compare 
it wich forrein Churches, I would rather the com- 
pariſon ſhould be in the vertues,then as ſome make 
ic,in the defeQs;rather I (ay,as betweene the Vine- 
& the Oline,which ſhould be moſt fruicfall.c nor 
as between the Bryerandthe Thiſtle,which ſhould 
be moſt vnprofitable. For that reverence ſhould 
beuſed ro the Church which the good Sonnes of 
Noah vſed to their fathers nakednefle, thar is,as it 


were 'to goc backward, and to help: the defeats —— 


thereof, and yet to difſemble them. Andir is to be 
acknowledged,char ſcarcely any Chnrch ſince the 


Pramitine Church,yeeldedin like manner of yeares 1m bey 


excellent Preachers, Famous Writers, and 
raue Gouernours. but for the Diſcipline and Or- 
ders ofthe Charch, as, many and the chiefeſt of 
them are very holy and geod, ſo yer if Saint /obn 
were to indite an Epiſtle to the Church of England 
as he did cothem of 4ſia, it would ſure haue the- 
clanſe Habeo adwerſus te pauca., And no more for 
this point, ſaving that as an appendixF thereunco, 
it is not amiſſe ro rorch rhat objection, which is 
made ro the time , and not to the matter, preten- 
ding thatif Reformation were neceſſary, yer it 
were not now reaſonable at your AMajeſttesfirſt en- 
trance. Yet Hippocrates (aith, Sz quid moues, a princes - 
pio moue. And the wiſedome of all examples doth 
ſhew, that the wiſeſt Prances, as they haue euer 
B2 beene 
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been the moſt ſparing in remoovingor alteration 
of Servants and Officers vpon their comming in; 
ſo for removing of abuſes and enormities, and 
for reforming of Lawes and the policie of their 
States, they have chiefly ſonghr ro enable and 
commend their beginnings therewith, knowing 
that the firſt impreſſion with people continuerh 
long, and when mens mindes are-moſt in expetta- 
tion and ſuſpence, then are they beſt wrought and 
managed, Andrhereforeit ſeemeth ro me,rhar as 
the ſpring of nature, I meane the ſpring of the 
yeare,is the beſt time for purging and medici- 
ningthenaturall bodyſo che ſpring of Kingdoms, 
is the moſt proper ſeaſon for the purging and re- 
ctifying of politique bodies. 

There remaineth yet an objettion rather of 
ſuſpition then of reaſon; and yet fuch as I r1inke 
maketh a great impreſſion in the mindes of very 
wiſcand well aftefted perſons; which is, That af 
way be given to mutation, though it be in taking away 
abuſes, yet it may ſo acquarnt men with ſweetneſſe of 
change, as at will undermine theſtabilitte even of that 
which 1s ſound and good. This ſurely had beene a 
good and true allegation in the ancient conten- 
tions and diviſions between the people and the 
Senate of Rome ,where things were caricd ar the 
appetites of multitudes which can never keepe 
with in compaſle of any moderation. Bur theſe 
things being with us to have an orderly pays 
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under a King who hath a Royall power, and appro. 
ved Indgment, and knoweth as wellche meaſure 
of things,as the nature of them, is ſurely a need- 
leſſe feare . For they need not doubt; bur your | 
Maicfty wirh the adviſe of your Councel},will diſ- ' ll 
cerne what things are intermingled like the cares 
amongſt rhe wheat-which have their rootes ſo in- 
wrapped and intangled ,as the one cannot be pul- 
led up without indangering the orher, and what 
are mingled, bat as the chafte and the corne, 
which needs bur a fanne to ſift and ſever them. So 
much therefore for the firſt point,of noreformati- | 
on to be admirred at all. 
For the ſecond pointe. That there ſhouldbe but 
one formof Diſciplizxein all Churches, and thar 
impoſed by a neceſſity of a commandement and 
p—_ out ofthe Wordof God; 1tis a matter 
olumes have beene compiled of ,and therefore 
cannot receive a briefe redargution. I for my : 
artdoe confeſſe, that in revealing the Scriptures ye «<b>-5 
I could never findany ſuch thing , but that God 
had left the like liberty to the Church government, -— 
as he hath done to the Czvill Gover nment,to be va- N 
ried according to timeand place and accidents, * 
which nevertheleſſe his high and divine provi- 
dence doth order and diſpoſe; for all 7:1] go- 
vernments are reſtrained from God unto the ge-_ 
nerall grounds of Inſtice and manners, but the po 
licies and formes of them are lefr free, So that 5:9 
B 3 —_ f OP 
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Aonarchies and Kingdomes ,Senates and Seignito- 
ries; popular States and Communalries ,are atl 
lawfull, and where they are planted oughtrto bee 
maintained inuiolate, 42 
So likewiſe in Church matters, the ſubſtance of 
Dodrine is immutable, and ſo are the generall 
Rules of gouernment ; but for Rites and Ceremo- 
nics, and for the particular Hzerarchzes,policies, 
and Diſciplines of Churches, they be lete at large. 
And therefore itis good wee returne unto the an- 
cient bonds of vnity,in the Church of God, which 
- was one Faith , one Bapriſme; and not one Hierar- 
chie, one Daſciplzne, and that wee obſerue the 
league of C hreſtians, as it is penned by our Saviour 
Chriſt, which is in ſubſtance of Dodrinegthis; Hee 
that is not with us t5 agaznſt vs. But in things indiffe- 
rentand butof Circumſtance, this: He that ts zot 
againſt 5,15 with vs. In thele things ſo as the gene- 
rall rules be obſerued, that (Chriſts flocke be fed, that 
there be a ſucceſſion in Biſhops and Miniſters, which 
are the Propheisof rhe New Teſtament, that there 
be a due and reuerent vſe of the power of the Keyes, 
that thoſe that Preach the Goſpell, line of the Goſpel; 
that all thingstend 10 Edification; that all things be 
done in order and with decency, and the like; the reſt 
is lefr to the tLoly wiſedome and ſpirituall di'cre- 
tion of the Maſter-builders and infericur builders 
in Chrifts Church, asit is excellently alluded by that 
Father that noted that Chriſts Garment was wirth- 


out - 
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out ſeame, and yer the Churches garment was of 'y 
divers colours , and thereupon ſetterh downe for _ F : 
a Rule, 1nwveſtewvarietas fit, ſciſſura non fit. :4 
In which variety nevertheleſſe iris a ſafe and a 
wiſe courſe to follow good examples and prefi- 
dents. Bur then the rule of imitation and example, 
is ro conſider not onely which are the beſt, bur 
which are the likeſt, as namely the government of 
the Church, in the pureſt times of the firſt good | 
Emperours that imbraced the Fazh. For the times | 
of perſecution before temporall Prixces received | 
the Farh,as they were exc.llenttimes for doftrine— 
& manners, ſothey be vnproper and valike exam- 
ples of outward government. and policy. And ſo 
much for this point: now tothe particular points 
of Controverlies,or rather Reformation. 
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Circumſtances in the (rovernment 
of Biſhops. 


Irſt therefore for the Government of Biſhops, 
FE ] for my part nor prejudging the Preſidearts of 
other reformed Churches doe hold it Warranted 
by the Word of God,and by the practiſe of the an« 
cient Church in the berrer times ,and much more 
convenient tor Kingdomes then parity of Miai- 
ſters, and government by Synods. Bur then fur- 
ther it is to be conſidered, that the Church is not 
now 
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now to plant or build ,bur onely to bee pruned 
from corruprtions and repaired; and reſtored in 
ſome decayes. 

For it is worth the noting, that the Scripture 
ſaith, Tranſlato Sacerdoris, neceſſe oft ut & Legis fiat 
tranſlatio, It is not poſhble in reſpeR of the great 
and neere Sympathie betweene the Srare Crwull, 
and the State Ecclefiafticall, romake ſo maine an 
alreration in the Church,but itwould have aperil- 
lous operation upon the Kingdome;and therefore 
it is fit, that controverſie be in peace and filence. 

Bur there bee two cireamſtances in the admi- 
niſtration of Biſhops , wherein I confeſſed I could 
never be ſatisfied. The one, the ſole exerciſe of their 
authoruie:Theother , The Deputation of their. au= 
thorzte, 

For the firſt, the Biſhop giveth orders alone, ex- 
communicateth alone, judgeth alone. 1 his ſeemes 
to be athing a!moſt without example ia govern- 
ment ,and therfore not vnlikely to have crept in 
the degenerate andcorruprt times - Wee ſee the 
greateſt Kings and monarchs have their Conn- 
cels;There is no temporal Councell in Exgland of 
the higher ſort where the authority doth reſt in 
one perſon. The Kings-bench, Common-pleas and 
the Exchequer,are benches of acertain number of 
Judges. The Chancellor of Exgland hath an Afſſi- 
ſtance of 12 Maſters of the Chancerie. The Ma- 
fter of the Wards hath a councell of the Court. So 
bath 
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hath the Chancellar ef the Duchic. In the Exch ©- 
quer chamber , the Lord Treafereris joyned with 
the Chancellor and the Barons; The Maſters of 
the Requeſts are ever more than one. The Tuſtiess 
of Afizc are rwe. The Lord Preſidents in the Mat- 
ehes and in the North, have conncels of divers. 
The Starre chamber is an allembly of the Kings 

rivie Couzcellaſperied with Lards Spirituall 3nd 

emparall. Sq as in all Courtache principall per-* 
ſan hath ever either Celeagues or Aﬀc{ars. 

The like is ta be foundin other well governed 
Kingdoms abroad where the juriſdiction js yer 
more difirihuted,, 24 inthe Courts of Parliament 
of Erance, and inother places.No man will deay, 
bue the Ads thar paſſe the Byſhops juriſdiaien, are 
of azgreat importance as thoſe thar paſſe the Cauil 
Courts; for mens ſoules are more precjous then 
their bodies op goods', & {b are their good names. 
Biſhops have their infirmities, and have no excep- 
tian fromchat generall malediQion which is pro- 
nounecd againſt all men living, F4 ſol:,nam i cec1- 
eric, c.Nay, we fee that the fied warrant in Spi- 


rityall cauſes is direfted ena number Des. Eodleſee, — 


which is not ſo in remparall matrers. And we ſce - 


hatin genorall canſes of (barcb government, there 


are aſwel afſomblics of al rhe Clrergiein Counceb, 
as of the Stares in. Parhamens, whence ſhould this 
ſole exerciſe ofjuriſdiftion come} Surely, I doe 
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(certaine Conſiderations touching 
#0n fu't ita; and rhat the Deanes and Chapters 
were Counſcls abour the Seas 'and-chayres of B:- 
ſhops arthe firſt, and were unto them a Prevbyterie, 
or Coxſiſtorze, and intermedled nor onely in the 
diſpoſing of their revenues and endowments, bur 
much more in juriſdiction Eccleſiaſticall. Bur ie 
is probable, that che Deane and Chapter ſtuck cloſe 
ro the Biſhops in matrers of profit and the world, 
and would not looſe their hold; but ia matrers of 
juriſdiction, (which they accounted bur troable 
and attendance)rhey ſuffered the Biſhops to en- 
croach anduſurpe, andſo rhe one contingerth,and 
the otheris loſt.” And wee ſee that the Biſhop of 
Rome, (fas eft @'ab hoſte docert, andno queſtion. in 
that Church the firſt inſtitations' wereexcellent) 
performeth all Ecclefiafticall juriſdiction; as in 
Copſiſtory. | +15 C00 oiebee TYOLS 


Andiphereof conſiſterh this Conſpory,” but of \ 


_ the pariſh Prieſts of Xome, which terme themſelves 
Cardinals, acardinibus mund;, becauſe the Biſho 
pretendeth to be univerſal overthe whole world; 
And hereof againe weſee divers ſhadowes yet re+ 
maining;'as that the Deane and the Chapter,profor« 
»4 chooſeth the Byſbop, which is the higheſt-poinr 
ofjuriſdition. And that the Biſhop when hee gi- 
ycth orders,if there be any Miniſters caſually pre- 
ſent,calleth them to ioyne with him in impoſition 
of hands, and ſome otherparciculars ; And there. 
fore it ſeemes te me a thing reaſonable and religi- 
| | ous 
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ons, and according to the firſt inſtitution, chat Bi- 
ſhops in the greateſt cauſes, and thoſe which re- 
uirea ſpiricuall diſcerning,namely in ordayning, 


uſpending or depriving Miniſters in Excommu--— 2 


nication being reſtored to the true and proper ule 
as ſhall be afterwards touched; in ſentencing che 
validity of Marriages , and legitimations, in jud- 
ing cauſescriminous, as Symonie,[nceſt, Blaſphe- 
my;and the like, ſhoald norproceed (ole and un- 
aſiſted; which point as T underſtand, is a Refor- 
mation that may be planted ſ;ne frepiiz , without 
any perturbation at all, and isa matterwhich will 
give ſtrength to the Biſhops, countenance to the 
inferiour - degrees of Prelates or Miniſters , and 
the better iſſue or proceeding in thoſe cauſes thar 
ſhall paſſe. _ .. —" ws 
_ AndayT wiſh this ſtrength, given to. the B:ſbops 
by Councell,foir is not unworthy your AMazeſties. 
Royall conſideration, wherher you ſhall nor-think 
fr, ro give ſtrength ro the general Counſelof your 
Clergie, the Convocation Houſe, which was then re- 
ſtrained,when the ſtate of theClergie/was thaughe” 
a ſuſpeted: part to the -Kingdome in regard of 
their late homage to the Biſhop of Ryme, which 
ſtate now will give place to none 1n their loyaltie 
and devotiondwe to your <MHazeſty. | 
For the ſecond point,” which is the Depura- 
tion- of their authoricy, I ſee no' perfe& and ſure 
ground for that neither, being ſomewhar diffe- 
qty or WS 7 rent 
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' 


a 


(cer tains Conſiderations rowching 


rent. from the examples and rules of povernmear , 
"The B:ſbop exerciſerh his juriſdition by his Chays 


celloy and Commiſſarie,Offiriall We, Wee feeinall 
Lawes in the world, Offices of confidence and zkill 


_ cannot be put over nor exerciſed by deputie , ex« 


cept it be eſpecially contained it che original 
granr, and in that cle itis dutifull. And for ex« 
perience, there was never atty Chancellour of 


-— Enyland, made a Deputic: There was never aty 


Iudge in any Court,maden Deparie. The ziſbop is 
a Jndpe, andof a hiph Nature, whence commerh 
it that he ſhonld depute, conſidering char all 
rruft and confidence as was faid, fs perfonall and 


-- inherent, and cannotor onght tot, to be tran ſpo- 


ſed > Snrely in chis againe ab 22:70 mow flont btn, 
bur it is probable , that B:ſhops when they pave 
themſelves roo mnch co the glory of the World, 
and became Graxdts in Kingdomes, and preat 
Counſellors to Princes, then did they he- 
leapne their proper juriſdition as things of teo 
inferior 4 nature for their prentnefſe; and then 
after this ſimilitude and imiration of Kings and 


_Counts Palatine, they would have their Chancel- 


tours and Indges. 
Bat that example of and Potentates gi- 
yeth no good defence. For the reafons why Kings 
adminifter by their Indpes, alchough chemſelves 
arc {ypreame Indges, are rwo; The one becauſe 
the Offices of Kings are for che moſt part of in« 
 herirance, 


_ the Chnrch of Enpland. 


heritahce,andirisa ralein all Lawes; That Offices 


of inberitance are rather matters that ſound ininte- — wy 


reft;;hen in cou fidence , for as much as they may fall 
upon Women,upon Infants, upot Lunariques and 
Idiors, perſons utncapable to execuce judicatute 
im perſon,and cherefore ſuch Officers by al Lawes 
might ever be exetciſed and adminiſtred by dele- 
gaciva.The ſeennd reaſon is, becauſe of the atnpli- 


cude of their juriſdiaon , which is as grear as el- _ 


thee chdir birch-fiphi from their Anceſtors,ottheit 
ſword-right from Go&makerh ic. And thetfote if 
Moſer thr was Govetnd?k over no great people, 
and thoſe collected coperher in a Campe , and not 
ſtacreredin Provinces & Cities, himſelfe likewiſt 
6f ai extraordinary [pirit,was neverchelefie not a- 
bleto ſuffice ead hold out it perſon to Judge the 
people, btit did by the adviſe of 7erhro approved 
God,ſubſiture Elders and Intliges,how mach 
Kite other Kings and Princes ? | 
There is a third reaſon likewiſe, not ttuch to 
the preſent patpoſe,and rhat is: That Kings either 
in reſpea of the Corhttion wealth, ot of che greac- 
nefſe of their own Pattimonies ate uſitally pattics 
in ſates, add then rhtit Indges ftahd indifferenc 
bet weene them and the SabieQ. But in the caſe of 
Biſboy3,none of theſe reaſons hold. Fot firſt their 


Office is eteGive atid for life , and not patrimoni-- 


all or heredirary ; an Office meerly of confidence, 
ſithee and qualificarion. And for the ſecond rea- 


C3 ſon 
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(ertaine Conſiderations touching 


ſon, it istrue that their juriſdiction is ample and 
ſpacious, andchar their time is to bee divided be- 
tweene the labours as well inthe Word and Do- 
arine, as in'government and juriſdiction. Bur yer 
I doe not ſee, ſuppoſing the Biſhops Courts to be 
uſed uncorruptly,and without any indire& courſe 
held ro multiply cauſes for gaine of fees, bur 
that the Biſhop might very well for cauſes of mo- 
ment, ſupply his iudiciall fanQion in his owne 
perſon. For we ſee before our eyes, thatone. Chay- 
cellor of England diſpatcheth the ſauztes in cquitie 
ofthe whole Kingdome ; which is not-by reaſon 
of the excellency of that rare honourable perſon 
which now holdeth.that place, but it was ever ſo, 
though more and lefſe burd enous to the ſuror, as 
the Chancellor was more or lefle able to give di- 
ſpatch. And ifheed be taken to that which was 
ſaid before, that the Biſhops ;jlabourin the Word 
muſt cake np a principall part of his time, ſoI may 
ſayagaine, that mattersof State have ever taken 
up moſt of the Chancellorstime, having beene for 
che moſt part perſons, upon whom the Kings of 
this Realme have moſt relied for matters of Coun- 
cell. And cherfore there is no doubt, but the B:ſhop 
whole circuitis lefle awple, and the cauſes in na« 
cure not ſo multiplying,with che helpe of referen- 
ces and certificates to and from fir perſons for the 
berrer ripening of cauſes in their meane procee- 
dings, aad ſuch ordinary helpes incideat cojuriſ- 

diction, 


the Church of England. 

dition, may very well ſuffice his Office, Bute yet 

there is another helpe, for the cauſes that come 
before him arstheſe, Tythes, Legacies and Admi- 
niftrations, and other teſtamentary cauſes, cauſes 
Matrimoniall, accuſations againſt Miniſters ten« 
ding to their ſuſpenſion, deprivation or degra- 
ding: Simony , Incontinency, Herefie, Blaſphe- 
my , breach of Sabborh , andother like cauſes of 
ſcandall. Thefirft of theſe rwo in mine opinion, 
differ from the reſt, that is, Tithes and Teſtaments, 
for thoſe bee matrers of [profit and in their nature 
Temporall, though by a favour & connivence of 
the remporall juriſdition,they have been allowed 
and permitted to the Courts Eccleſpaſfticall, che one, 
to the end the Clergie mighr ſue for that that was 


their ſuſtentation, before their owne Tudges, and. 


the other in a kindof piety and Religion , which 
was thought incident tothe performance of dead 
mens 'Wils. And ſurely fortheſe ewo, the Biſhop 
in mine opinion;may with lefſe dangers diſcharge 
himſfelfe upon his ordinary Indges. AndI thinke 
likewiſe ie will fall our that thoſe ſaces are in the 
greateſt number, Bur for the reft, which require a 


Spirituall ſcience anddiſcrerion inrefpeR of their - 


nature, or of the ſcandaH, ic wereirealon inmy o- 
pinion there were no audicncegiven, bur by the 
Biſhop himſelfe,hee being alſo affiſted as was tou- 
chefbefore,: bar ir-were: rieceflary alfo hee were 
attended by his Chaxcellor or ſome others his Of 

ficers, 


| (ertaine Conſaderations touching 


ficers, being learned in the Cer! Lov, for his bet 
eer inſtrudgian in paints of formalicie,or the cour= 
ſes ofthe Coure,which if ic were done, then were 
there lefſe ule of the Officials Ceurr, whereof there 


is now ſo much complaine; and cauſes of the na- 


tureaforeſaid being onely drawn to the audience 
of che Biſhop, it would repreſlc frivalous and po- 
ling (fates; and give a graveand incorrupe procge- 
ding to ſuch cauſes as ſhall be fie for the Coure. 
There is a third point alſo , not of juriſdiction, 
bur of forme of proceeding, which may diſcerne 
Reformation ; the rather hors it is contrary to 
the Lawes and Cuftomes ofthis Landand State, 
which though they doe nor rule thoſe procee- 
dings, yet may they be adviſed with far berrer di- 
retions, and that is, the Qath ex« Offcrs, whereby 
men are inforced to accuſe themſelves, and thar 
thae is more, are fworne unto Blanques, and nor 
wato accuſations and charges declared. Bythe 


Lawes of England, noman is bound to accuſe him- _ 


ſelfe. In the higheſt caſes of creaſon, torture is u- 
ſed far diſcovery, andnor for evidence: In capi- 
tall matters, no delinquents anſwer upon oath is 
required, no nor permitted. In criminall matrers 
not capitall, handled in the Starre Chamber,and in 
cauſes of Conſcience handled in the Chencerie, 
for the moſt pare grounded npoa rruſt & ſecreſje, 


 theOath of the party is required.But how? where 


there is an accuſation and an accnfor, which _ 
call 
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call bills of complainr,/ from which the complai- 
nant cannot vary. and out of the compaſle of the 
which the defendant may not becxamined)exkibi- 
ted unto theConrrt,and by Proces notified untorhe i Ft 
defendanr, Bur to examine a man upon oathour of 'I 
the infinuation of fame, or our of accuſation ſecrer 
and undechred,chough ir haue ſome countenance 
from the C:vill-Law, yet is ſo oppoſite ex dremerrs 
tO the ſence and ond of the Common-Law, as it | wa 
may well receive ſome limitation. 


——_— — — 


Concerning the Liturgie, the ( eremo- 
mes , and Subſcription, | 


OR. the Litmwygre, great reſpe&t and heed 
would be taken, teſt by inneightng againſt che 

dambe Miniſtry due renerence be not withdrawn — 
from the Zitwrgie. For though rhe guifr of Preach- 
ing be far aboue that of Reading,yer theaftion of 
the Lit#rgie is as High and holy-as that of the Sey= 
my. It isfaid, Domes meadomas or atronis vocabnar, 
The honfe of Prayer,not the houſe of Preachiny. 
And wheteas rhe Apoſtle ſaith: How [ball men call 
#p0n him 01 whone they have not beleeued ? And how 
ſhalithey beleene ml e they heare? and how ſhall they 
hearewinhoat a Preacher>Irappearcth tharzs Preach 

on Lip more original}, ſo Prayer is the more fi- 
naflzas the difference » berweene the ſeed and rhe 

| _ frac 


(ertaine Conſiderations. touching 


fruit;for the keeping of Gods Law is the fruire of 
the reaching of the | aw; and: Prayer,or /avs cation, 
or Ditine,Service, or Lityrgie Cop cheſe be but va. 
riety of cermes ) is the,mediare allowing-of the 
Name of God:and the principall work ofthe firſt 
Table, and of the great Commandemenr of ihe 
Law of God. Ir is true, that the Preaching of the 
holy word of God, is the ſowing of the ſeed, ir is the 
Jifcring upof the brazen Serpent, the Miniſtry. of 
Faith, and the ordinary meanesof ſalvation : bue 


yet itis good totake examp'e , how that the beſt. 


Action of the worſhip of God may be cxtolled cx- 
ccllively and ſuperſticiouſly:. 

As the extollingof the Sacrament bred' che ſy. 
perſtition of che Maſſe; the extniling of che Zitar- 
gieand Prayeys,bred the ſuperſtition of rhe Mena- 
fticall orders & oraiſon,and ſo nao doubt preaching 
likewife may be magnified and exto)led ſuperſti- 
tiouſly, as if all che whole body.of Gods. worſhip 
ſhould be turnedinto an eare.So as none(as I ſu 
hoſe) of ſound judgement, will derogate trom the 
Lux gietche forme thereof bein all parts agree- 
able ro the word of God, the example of the ?7r;: 
milive Church, and that holy decency which St, Paul 
comnendeth. Andrherefore firſt , that there be a 

er forme of Prayer and that it be not. left, ether to an 
extemporall forme,or 10 an arbitrary forme.Secondly, 
that ic conſiſt alwell of laudes,bymnes,& thankeſ- 


givings, as of petitions,prayers, and ſupplicatioas. 
Thirdly. 
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Thirdly,thar the Forme thereof be quickned with 
ſome ſhortneſle,& diuerfitics of Prayers & hymnes, 

and wich ſome interchanges of the voyce of 
the people as well as of the voyceof the Miniſter, 
Fourthly that it admir ſome diſtinQions of times 
2nd commemorations of Gods principall benefics 
as well generall as particular. Fitthly , that prayers 
likewife be appropriated to (everall neceſſities and 
occaſions of rhe Church, Sixrhly, char there bee a 
Forme likewiſe of words and Licurgie in the adm; 
niſtration of the Sacraments, and inthe. deuouncing of 
the cenſures of the Church, aud other holy lations and 
ſolemanies. Theſe chings I thinke wil not be mach 
controverted. 

Bur for the particular exceptions to the Litargie 
in Forme as it now ſtands, I rhinke divers of chem 
21lowing they were juſt,yert ſceme they not to bee o 
weight, otherwiſe then that noching oughe robe 
accounted light in matters of Xel5gion and pier y,as 
the Heathen Fimſclfe could ſay, Et:am vultu ſepe 
Leditar pretas. Thar the word Prieſt ſhould not bee. 
continued,cfpecially with offence,the word Ain: 


ter being already made familiar. 


This may beſaid tharir isa good Rulein tranſs 
lation, nener to confound thatin onfword in the 
rranflation, which is preciſely diſtinguiſhed in- 
two words in the origina for doubrofzquivocs- 
rion and traducing. And therefore ſeeing theword 
Ftofiruper and ws + bee alwayes diſtnguiſhed 

2 


in . 


— 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 
in the originall,& the one uſed for a Sacrificer,the 


* other for a Hinifter, the word Priefibeing made 


common to borh,wharſoever the derivation be,yet 
inuſe it. confoundeth the 4f:1»:fler,with the Secrife- 
cer. Andforanexample, of this kind, I did ever 
allow rhe diſcretion and tendernes of the Romeſh 
cran(latio in this point,thar findingia the original 
the Word dy«#r andnevertp>Xi,do ever tranſlate 
Cbarity, and never Love, becauſe of rhe indifferen-« 
cy and equivocation of the word without impure 
Love. THEY 


Touching, the- Abſolution, it isnor unworthy: 
conſideration whether it: may 'nort be thoughrun- 


proper andunneceffary,for there are but ewo ſores 
of eAbſolutron;borh ſuppoſing an obligationprece- 


dent : the one vpon an Excommuntcation, which is. 


Religious and Primittve;the otherupon Confeſfion. 
and Pennance,which is ſuperfiztzom,Or ar leaft poſi- 


tive,and borh particular, neither generall.There< 
fore ſince the one is raken away,and the other hath: 


his proper caſe, what doth agenerall 4bſolurion, 
kerein there is neichee Pennance narExcommyu- 


nication precedent?Forthe Chwrchnever looſerh, 


but where the Charch hath bound. And ſurely, I 
may thinke, this. at the firſt wasallowedin a kind 


of Spirituall diſcretion ,. becauſe the Charch: 


though the people couldnot beſuddenly weaned: 
from-cheir conceie of aſloyling; ' to which they 
had beene ſo leng accuſtomed s ry 


—_ 


For: 


Sa 2 2 & a Aud a ac a © i. .Tc << 


A ww 


the Church of E noland, 


For Confirmation, to my underſtanding the ſtate 
of the queſtion is, wherher ir be nora-matrer mi- 
ftaken andaltered by time, $&wherher that be nor 


now mede a ſubſequent to Bapreſme, which was in«_- N 


deed an inducemeart to the Communzox. For wheras 
in the Promitevet burch, Children were examined 
of their Faith before they were admitted ro the _ 
Communion, time may ſeemero have turned ir ro. 
referre as if it had beene to receivea confirmation 
of their Baptiſme. 

For Private Bapteſme;by Women or Lay-perſons, _ 
che beſt Dovenes do utterly condemne ir,k Theare 
ir nor generally Fefended, & I have often marvel- 
ted,thar when the Book in the Preface co publique 


Bapriſme , doth acknowledge that Bopriſme is the 


praQtiſe of the PrimmeteveChurch,wasan anniverſary, 
and bnr'at ſer and certaine times, which ſhewetrh 
thatthe Primerive Church did not attribute ſo mach 
to the Ceremony, asthey will breake an outward 
and generall order for it, the Book ſhould after- 
wards allow of Private Baptiſme onely to the Afz- 
xiſters,ſhould be broken in regard of the ſuppoſed 
neceſſity. And thereforethis point of all others, 
I thinke was but a conceſſum propter duritiams cordit. 


For the forme of celebrating Matrimony ; the 
my ſeemeth to many even of om, ro _ 
erſtandingya Ceremony not grave,ſpecially tobe 

- words _ it) I ; 
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enc- 


(ertaine Conſiderations touching 
theationg:beſides ſome other of che wordsare no- 
ted in ſpeech-ro be nor ſodecenrand fir, 

For Maſickein Cherches. That there ſhould bee 
ſinging of Pſalmesand ſpirituall ſongs, is nor de- 
nied, ſo the Queſtion is De modo; wherein if a man 
willook attentiuely inrorhe order and obſeruanc 
of ir, it is eaſie to diicerne, hrtwrene the wiſdome of 
the inſtuution, and the exceſſe of the late tzmes, For 
firſt, there are no Songs or Verſes ſung by the 
Qaire,which are not ſnppoſed,by continual uſero 
bee ſo familiar with che people,as they haue chem 
without booke, whereby the ſound hurteth nor the 
underſtanding,and choſe which-cannor read upon 
the booke, are yer partakers of the ſenſe, and may 
follow ir with their mind, So againe,after the rea- 
ding of the Word of God, it was thought fir there 
ſhould be ſome pawſe for holy medication before 
they proceeded to the-reſt of the {cruice ; which 
pawſewas thought fit to be filled rather with ſome 
grane ſound;then with a ſtill ſilence, which was the 
reaſon of the playing upon the Organs afcer the 


Scriptures read. All which was decent audrending 


ro cdification. Bur then the<curioſity of diuiſion 
and reports and other figures of muſicke, haue no 


afhoiry with the reaſonable ſeruice of God, bur 


were added in the more pompous times. 

For the Capand Swrplice, ſince they be things in 
their nature indifferenc, and yer by ſome held ſy- 
perſtitions,chat the queſtion is berweene vlonee 
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& Conſcience, ir ſeemeth to fall within the com-.— = 
paſſe ofthe Aps/Hesrule,whichis.char the ftrongef — 
doe deſcendand yeeld ro the weaker. Onely, che 
difference.is,rHa: it wil be mareria'ly ſaid,chart the 
rule holds berweene private man,and private man, — 
bue not betweene the conſcience ofa private man, 
and the order ofa Church. Burt yer. ſince the queſti- 
on at this rime isof a toleration,not by connivence 
which may incourag diſobedience,but by che Law 
which may give a liberty, it is good againe to bee 
adviſed, whether ic ial nor within the equiry of the 
former rule,the rather becauſe the ſilencing of 7:- 
aifers by this occaſion ,is 3x this ſcarcity of good 
Preachers,a puniſhmene thar lights upon the peo- 
ple as well as vpon the party, And for the Sabſcrip. 
7:08, ir ſeemeth to be in the nature of a confe(hon, _ 
and therefore more proper to bind inthe unity of 
Faub, andrto be urged rather for Articles of do- d 
arine , then for Rytes and Ceremonies and points of 
ewrward government. For howloever politike con- 
fiderations and reaſons of State may require Yy:-— 
formity , yer Chriftzan and divine grounds looke 
chiefly upon unity, ; : 


Touching 


Certaine Confaderations touching 
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Touching 2_ Preaching 
HManiſtery, 

T O ſpeakeof a learned Hinery, it is true, 

the worthineſle of the Paſtors and Miniſters 
1s ofall other points of religion the moſt ſumma- 
ry; I doe not ſay thegreateſt, bur the moſt effe- 
Guall cowards all the reſt. Bue herein to my un- 
derſtanding, while men goeon in Zeale to haſten 
this worke,they are not aware of as great or grea- 
rerinconvenience than that which they {ceke to 
remone. For while they inucigh againſt a dumbe 
Miniftery, they make roo cafie and too promifcu- 


-- ousan allowance of ſuch as they account Preachers 


hanjng not reſpe& enough unto their learnings in 
other Arts, which are hand-maids to Divinity, 
nor reſpe& enough to the guife it ſelf, which many 
times is none atall, For God forbid that every man 
that can take unto hinſelfe boldneſſe 10 ſpeake an hore 
rogether ina Church wound Text , ſhould be adminiett 
for a Preacher, though he meane never ſowell. I know 
there is agreat Zatitudein gifts,and a great variety 
in Auditories and Congregations, bur yet ſo, as 
there is a al;quidinfimum,below which you ought 
norte deſcend, For you muſt rather leave the 
Arke to ſhake, as ir ſhall pleaſe 6GoD, 
than pac unworthy hands to hold ic up, and 
when 


—_— 


”W 


the Church of England. 


when we are in Gods Temple, we are warned ra. 
cher ro put our hands upon our mouth, then tooffer 
the Sacrifice of fool-s. And ſure'y, it may be juſtly 
thought, that among ft-many cauſes of Atheiſme , which 


are miſerably met zn our We as Schiſmes, and contro» 


verſies,prephane ſcoffing in holy matte: s and others, it is _- 


not the Left , that druers doe aduenture to handle the 
wordef God, which are unfit and unworthy . And here- 
in TI would have no man miſtake mee, as if I did ex- 
roll carious & affeted Preaching, which is as much- 
on the other ſide ro be diſliked, and breeds a:he:ſme 
and (candall as well as rhe other (for who would 
nor be offended at one thar comes into thepulpir,as 
if he came upoa the ſtage, to play parts or prizes, ) 
neicher on the other fide, as if I would diſcourage 
any who hathany tolerable gift. 


But upon this point, 1 ground three conſiderations, 
whether ic were not requiſite to renew that good 
Exerciſe which was prattiſedin this Church ſome 
yeares,zand afterwards pur downe, by order indeed 
from the (harch in regard of ſome abuſe thereof, tncon- 
venient for thoſe times and yer againſt the adviſe and 
opinion, of one of the greaceſt and graveſt Prelates 
of this Land, and was commonly called Prophecyeng, 
which was this; Thar the Menifters within aVes- 


cin&, did meete upon a weeke day , in ſome princi- 
pall Towne, where there was ſome ancient grave 
Minifter, that was Prefident, and an eAud;tory ad- 

E mitred 


(ertaine Confaderationstouching 


mitted of Gentlemen, or other perſons of leaſure 
they every miniſter ſucceſſively eginning with the 
Joungeſt did handle one and the fame piece of Scrip. 
mwre ſpending ſeverally ſome quarter of an houre 
or beter, and in the whole, ſome two honres;and ſo 
the Exerciſe being begun and concluded with pray. 
er, andthe preſidentgiving a text for the next mee. 
ting.the Aſſembly was diſſolved, eAnd this was 7 take 
2,94 fortnights Exerciſe, which in my opinion was 
the beſt way to frame and trayne up Preachers to 
handle the word of God asit ought to be handled, 
that hath beeneprafiſed. For we ſee Orators have their 
Declamations, Lawyers have their mootes, Logicians 
their Sophems , ana every pratiiſe of Sezence hath an 
exerciſe of erudition and imitation, before men come 
to the life , onely Preaching which is the worthieſt, 
and wherein it is moſt danger to doe amiſſe, wan- 
teth an zrrodu#:0n,and is ventred and ruſhed upon 
at the firſt ;burunro this exercite of the PropheſieT 
would wiſh theſe two addzzons; the one, that after 
chis exerciſe, which is in ſome ſort publique, there 
wereimmediatly a private meeting of the ſame 22;. | 
#iſters where they might brotherly admoniſh the 
one the other.,and eſpecially the elder fort the yon- 
ger, of any thing that had paſſed in the Exercyſe in 
matter or mannerunſound and uncomely, 


And ina word might matually uſe ſuch adviſe, 


inftrution, comfort Or encouragement , as Occaſion 
might 


f the Church of England. 


” ar. might miniſter for publike reprehenſion were to be 

crips debarred. 

"af. : The other add:tzox that I meane, that the ſame 

"0 i Zxercſe were uſed in the Yniverſities , for youg _. y 
_2sh Divines, before they preſumed to Preach as well as 

— in the Country for M{:niſters, for they have in ſome 

Has Colledges anexerciſe called a Common-place, which 

Ba can in no degree,be ſo profitable, being but the ſpeech of 


ded one man at one time. Andif it be feared that it may be 
> | occaſionto wher mens ſpeeches for Controverſies, it 


p _ is eaſily remedyed by ſome ftrit prohibition , that 
= : matters of Controverſie tending any way to the 
pe lms violating or diſquieting the peace of the Church, 


hieſt be not handled or entred into ;which prohib:t:0x in 
"2 | regardrhereis everto be a grave perſon Preſident or 
cnc | AModerater,cannor be ſuffered, The ſecondconſidera- 
| bei 1 {| 7702 is, wherher it were not convenient there ſhoald 
be a more exaQ probation and examination of Az-_ 


— 


Nw niſters. Namely , that the Biſhops doe not ordaine > 


gr alone, but by adviſe, and then that the ancient holy 
M _ orders of the Church might be revived, by the 
© | which the 3iſhopdid ordaine Miniſters but at foure 


- YO!” fl ſerrimes in the yeare, which were called, @zatuor 
caſe in tempora, which = now called Ember wt : it 
being thought fic ro accompany fo high an a&ion 
1dviſe, with generall Faſizng, and Prayer, and Sermons, and 
lin iN 9 holy exerciſes. And the names likewiſe of / 
jr 1 thoſe that were ordayned were publiſhed 
__ | E 2 ſome 


(ertaine Conſiderations touching 


ſome dayes before their ordination, to the end,ex- 
ceptions might be taken if inſt cauſe were. 

1 hethird conſideration is, that if the ciſe of the 
Church of Exg/and be,that where a computation is 
raken of all the parochian Parſhes as allowing the 
union of ſuch as were too ſmall, and adjacene, and 
againe, a compuration to he taken of che perſons, 
who are worthy to be Paſtors. And if upon theſaid 
account it lall out, that there are many more (Churches 
then Paſtors, then of neceſſity, recourſe muſt be had to 
oxe of theſe remedies; eyther rhar Pluralities maſt be 
allowed,fpecially if you can bypermutations mzke 
the benefices more compatible, as there be allow- 
ed Preachers to have a more generall charge to ſap 


- ply & ſerve by turne Pariſhes unfurniſhed. For char 


ſome Churches ſhould bee provided of Paſtors able to 
teach, and other wholly de&irate, ſeemeth to me 
co be againft the Communion of Sainrs, and Cr/- 
f1axs and againſt the prattife ofrhe Promitiut 
Church. 


S 


nd,ex- 


of the 
eion 15 
g& rhe 
. , and 
>r(ons, 
heſaid 
haurches 
ebad to 
naſt be 
$ make 
allow- 
ro ſap 
For that 
able to 
| t@ me 
nd Cri- 
;m1t1ut 
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Touching the abuſe of 


Excommunication. 


7 Xcommunication is the greateſt judgment up- 
Fax the Earth , being that which ratified in 
Heaven, and being aprecurſorie or preluſorie judge- 
ment of (rift in the end of the world; and there- 
fore for this to be uſedunreverently , and to be 
made an ordinary procefle ro lacky up and downe - 
for fees, how can it be withour derogation to Gods 
honour, and makingrche power of the keies- con- 
remptible ? I know very well the defence thereof, 
which hathno great force , That ir iſſues forth, nor 
for the thing it ſelfe , but for the -contumacy. I doe 
noe deny but this Indgemene is as I ſaid before, of 
the nature of Gods judgement, of rhe which itis a 
modell ; For asthejudg-ment of God raketh hold 
upon the leaſt finne of the impenitent ,ſo Excommusr 
mication, may in caſe iſſue upon the ſmalleſt offence, 
and in caſe got ifſue upon the greateſt , bue is this 
contumacy ,ſnuch 2 contumacy as Excommunication 
is now uſed for 2 Forthe contumacy muſt be ſuch, 
as the party as farre as the eye and wiſedome'of the 
Church can diſcerne, ſtandeth in ſtare of reprobati- 
on and damnation,as one that for that time ſeemerh 
given over to finall impenitency. Vpon this obſer- 
vation I ground two conſiderations; The one ,thar 
E 3 this 


Certaine Confaderations touching 


this cenſure bee reſtored to the true dignity and uſe 
therof, which is, that it proceed not in caſes of great 
weight, and that it be decreed not by any Deputy 
-or ſubſtitute of the B:ſhop, but by the Biſhop in per- 
ſon; and not by him a lone; bur by the B:ſhop aſſiſted. 

The other Conſideration is, that in lieu thereof 
there be given to the Eccleſraſticall Courts ſome or- 
dinary proceſſe , with ſuchforce and coertion, as apper- 
rainath, Thar ſo the dignity of ſo higha {entence be- 
ing retained, and the neceſfiry ot meane procefle 
ſupplyed,the Church may be indeed reſtored to the 
ancient vigor and ſplendor. To this purpoſe joyned 
with ſome other holy and good purpoles,was there 


2 Bill drawne in Parliament in the three & twenti-- 


eth yeare of the raigne of theQuten deceaſed, which 
was the graveſt Parliament that I have knowne,and 
the Bill recommended by the _graveſt Counſellor 
of eſtatein Parliament , though afterwards it was 
tayed by the Queenes ſpeciall commandement,the 
nature of thoſe times conſidered, 


Q——_—. —— 


Touching the Nonrefidents 
and Pluralities. 


F O R Nox reſidents except it bee juſt of neceſſary 


abſence,it ſeemeth to be an abuſe drawne our of - 


covetouſneſſe and ſloath; for thar men ſhould live 
of 


4/1 kk 


tl 


bs 
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of the flocke that they doe not feede, orat the Al- _ 
tar ar which they doe nor ſerve, is a thing that can” 


hardly receive juſt defence: And to exerciſe the of- 
fice ofa Paſtor in matter ofword and Dodrine by 
deputy, is a thing not warranted,as hath beene touched 
before. The queſtio upon this potat doth chiefly ariſe 
upon the caſes of exception, and excuſation, which 
ſhall be thought, reaſonable and ſufficient, & which 
not; for the caſe of Chaplaines, ler me ſpeake that 
with your Majefties pardon,and with due reverence 
towards other Peeres and grave perſons, which are 
by Statutes priviledged, I ſhould thinke that the ar- 
rendance which Chaplaines give to your Maicſties 
Courr , and in the Houſes and Families of their 


Lords, were ajuſter reaſon why they ſhould haue 


nd Benefice, then why they ſhould be qualified to 
have two, for as it ſtandeth with Chriſtian policy 


E that ſuch attendance be in. no wiſe negleated; becauſe 
| that good which enſueth thereof rothe C 


hurchof 
God, may exceed or countervaile that which may 
follow of their labours in any, hough never ſo large 
4 congregatzon, (0 it were reaſonable thatcheir main- 
rainance ſhould liberally proceed thence whence 
their Jabours he employed. , 
Neither are there wanting in the Church, 
Dignities and preferments not ioyned with any 


exatcure of ſoules , by which and by the hope of 


with ſuch atrendanrs in ordinary , who ought to 
bea sfor the moſt part they are of che belt gifts and 
ſorr 


wha 
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fort may be further encouraged and rewarded, and 
us for extraordinary artendants, they may very 
well reraine rhe grace and countenance of their pla- 
ces and durizs at times incident thereunto, without 
diſcontinuance or zo reſidence in their Paſtorall 
charges, | 
Next, for the caſe of intending ſtadyes in the 
Vnrverſues, it will now eaſily receive an anſwer,for 
ſtadies doe bur ſerve and trend ro che prattiſe of © fu 
thoſe ſtadyes, And therefore by that which*moſt © lik 
principall and finall tobe lefrundone,for rhe artren- i m: 
ding ofthoſe which is ſubſer  z-nt and ſubminiftrant, <<: 
{cemerh ro bee againſt proportion of reaſon . Nei- i 87 
cher doe I ſee, bur that they proceed Righr-wellin 7» 
all knowledge, which doe couple ſtudy with their | fic 
_.praftiſe, anddoe not firſt ſtudy alcogether, and then | *t0 
prafiſe altogether. And therefore they way very | Be 
well ſtudy at their Benefice. Thirdly,for the caſe of Y- ſo! 
extraordinary ſeruice of the Church, as if ſome Paſtor | BY 
be ſent 10 a generall C ouncell, or hereto a Convocation, | lib 
and likewite for the caſe of neceſfity, as in the parti- | WE 
cular of infirmity of body,and the like, no man will 
contradid, bur there may be ſome ſubſticurion for dic 
\ ſuch atime. Bur the general cafe of neceſſity, is the © VE 
caſe of Pluralinies, the want of Paſtors and infuffici- ke 
ency of livings conſidered, Poſto, thata man doth cd. 
fairhfully and incefſantly divide his labours be- 
eweene two Cures, which kind of neceffity I come 


now to ſpeake of, in the handling of ——_— 
or 


oe - # 


\\ 


KUM 


the Church of E woland. 


nd For Puralities, incaſe the number of able Mini- 

ery ſters were ſufficient, and the value of the Benefices _—- 

la- were ſufficient, then Plyralities were in no ſort tol- 

Dut WW lerable. Bur wee muſt rake heed we deſire not con- A 
all trarics; For to deſire thatevery Pariſh ſhould bee | "'E 


furniſhed with a ſufficient - Preacher, and to deſire 
the that Plaratities be forthwith taken away , # to defire 
for MW £#4ings contrary , conſidering de fafo, there are nor 
of MF ſufficient Preachers for every Pariſh ; whereto adde | 
oft Y likewiſe, that there is noe ſufficient living and # 
en- Y maintenance in many pariſhesto maitaine a 'Prea- 
nt, cher, and it makes the impoſſibility yer much the 


\- 
ci- © greater. The remedies in 7erum natura,arc but three, 5 
lin Yan, Permutation, and Supply. Ynion, of ſuch Bene-. 6 | 


en | too great, andare adacſent- Paurmmation, tomake 
ery | Benefices more compatible men be over-ruled ro” 
of 9 ſomeloſſe in changing a better for a nearer. Supply * i 
flor by ſtipendary Preachers to be rewarded with ſome : | 
07, | libcrall ſtipends ta ſupply as they may, ſuchplaces - VE 
i= | which are unfurniſhed of ſufficient Paſtors , as | 
ri11 F Queen E£/z«bech amongſt other her Chriſtian ads, | 
for & did erca certaine of them in-Zeancaſhire , rowards EY 
he EY which perſons, I ſee no reaſon bur reading. Mini. / | 'S ; 

& 

| 

f 


eir & fices as have the living too ſmall, and thepariſhnor * i 
| 
' 


Cl. 6 if they have rich Benefices ſhould be charg-—— 
hl <5 | 


5 ea | \Þ 
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Ts age LIE 

hs 3s 1 

Touching the proviſion for ſuffic ens |} 7, 

maintenance inthe Church. flui 

; but 
TRm— Church maintenance it is well to the 

be weig hed, what is /ure divine, and whar is : 


Jore poſitrue, it is a confticution of che Divine I Im 
law, where-from Hamane Jawes. cannor derogate;. i Pre 
that thoſe that feed rhe fivek ,fheuld line of che , 

-flock, that thoſewhich ſerue ar the Altar ſhould line |} wil 
af the Alrar; and which &iſpence Spiritnall things, © *© 
ſhoald reape Temporallthings,Ofwhich iris alſo an. | ©© 
appendix, that che p ys ofthis- maintenance = 

be 


_ be noc fmall or-neceftirous, but plentifnl & liber- 
all: ſo'that all x hes and 6a the Charch |} © 
have ſuch adohacion,chat rhey-may 'be matarain- | + 
ed-aceordiag cocheir feucrall degrees, isaconfficuy; | =: 
tion-permanentundperpernall. Barfor particulari- 
ey of the endowment, whecherir (ſhontd -confift in 
| 1 Iythes, or Lands,or Ons, or mixt, i may make. 
penftors aqueſtion ofconvenicnte;but;nequeftionofpreciſe- 
neceſſty-Againezhac'thetaſe of the Charch De fuc- 
rois ſuch, that theres wane in the Ohnrcbofparrt+ 
mony, is confefled for the principall places; namety 
the Biſhops livings are in ſome particulars-nor ſuffi« 
cient; and therefore inforcedto beeſupplyed by to- 
lerationdf Commendame, things in themſelves unfit 
and cyecr beld of no. gcod report; pF 
| nd - 
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will 


is manifeſt, that many of them were very weake and 


the Church of England, 


And as for the Benefices and Paſtors places, ir 


penuriong on the other ſide, tha there wasa time 
when the Church was rather burdened with fuper- 
fluity then with lacke; that is likewife apprreac, 
but it was long fince, fo as the faule yas in others, 
the want redoundeth upon us againe. 


And therefore, tharie were to:be wiſhed that _ 
mpropriations were returned to the Church as the 
ro 


I 
P y__ and natnrall endowmentthereof. 

a thing likewife whereon. mens judgments 
will nocmach-vary. Alſo, that it is an Impoibbility 


_ 


to proceed eyther ro their reſumptionor redemp- __—- 


tion, is 23 on theother fide for men are ſta- 
ted in them by the higheft affurance of the King- 


dome, which is Act of Parliamene, and the value of 
them amounceth mach abone tenne Subſidies, A nd 
che Reftitution maſt of neceffiry 


cheir han 
in whoſe hands there is intereft A oor * 


But of cheſfe things which are manifeſtly rrue,to 
in ferre and ground ſome concluſions; Firſt, for 
mince owne opinion., and ſince F moſt confeſſe, ter 
me ſpcake ie with reverence, that all the Partia- 
ments ſince the 27.and 31,of King H 
gauc away I tations from the Church, feeme 
to-meto ſtand in ſome fore obnoxions and obli 
to GOD in Conſcience ro doe ſomewhar for 


the Church, to o——_ che Patrimoay there- 
2 5 


- 
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of to a competencie; for ſince they have debarred 


Chriſts wife of a greet part of her Dowrie , it were . 


rea{on they made her a comperent Ioynture, Nexe 
ro ſay, that Impropriations ſhould be onely charg- 
ed, that icarrieth neither poſſtbulity nor reaſon. Nor 
poſſibility for the reaſon touched before. ' Not 
reaſon becaule if it. be conceived that any other 
petſons be chargedir ſhould be a recharge or don- 
ble charge, in as much as he payeth Tyrhes co the 
Church, ſo the Realme hath raken that away againe 
\from che Church, and gave them co the King, as 


they mighr give theircenth ſheaffe, orninthſheaffe, 


andtherefore the firſt guift being evacuated, it can- 
not goe in defeazance or diſgrace of rhat perpetuall 
bond whereby men are bound. ro maintaine Gods 
Miniſters. As we.ſee in'example;zhat dzvers godly and 
welld:ſpoſed. perſons doe pit in 'ure who' are coment 
.t0 increaſe their Preachers livings, which though in 
Law it be bur a benevolence, yer before God, itis 
but a conſcience. Farther that Impropriations 
ſhould nor be ſomewhat more deeply charged then 
other revenewes of like value; me thinkes ir cannot 
well be,denyed, both in regard of the ancient claim 
of the Church and the. intention of the firſt giver. 
And againe, beeauſe they have paſſed in valuation 
betweene man and man ſomewhat at the leſſe rate ,, in 
-— "regard of the ſaid pretence or claime in Conſcience 
before God Bur of this point touching Charch 


mMaintainance , I doe not think firto cater m a 
ar= 


the Church of England, 


d B& farther particularity , bur reſerve the ſame toa fir 
e i rime, i | | 

£ $2 | 

j- Thus have I inall humblenefſe and ſincerity of 
rc © hearr, to the beſt of mine underſtanding, given 


t | your Majeſty tribute of my cares and cogirarions 
r © in this holy buſineſle, ſo highly trending to Gods 
- Þ© glory, your Majeſties honour , and the peace and 
e © welfare of your States; in ſo much, as I am per- 
e | ſwaded the Papiſts themſeives ſhould nor need ſo 
1s © much the ſeverity of the penall Lawes, if the _-- 
{word of the Spirit were berrer edged,by ſtrengrhe- 


- © ning the authority, and ſuppreſing the abuſes in *' 4 
11 & rhe Charch. j; 
ls | 
A To conclude therefore, renuing my moſt humble | 


xt | ſubmiſſion of all thar I have ſaid, to your Majeſties 
n | moſthigh wiſedome ; and againe moſt humbly cra- 
is £ ving pardon forty error commirred in this wri- 
2s | ting, wich theſame weakneſle of Indgment which 
n | ſuffered meto commir them, would nor ſuffer mee 
5: | rodiſcover them. 


r. I end with my devout and fervent prayer 
zz FroGOD, that as hee hath made your Majeſty 
i | the corner ſtone in joyning your two King- 
ce || domes, ſo you may bee alſo as a corner ſtone to 
h | anite and knittogether theſe differences in the 
4 F 3 __ Church 


wiM 


' Certaine Confideratians touching 
Church of GOD, to whoſe heavenly grace, anda 


vcrerring DireQion, Icommend your cMajo» | 
ſties Sacred perſon andallyonr ; 
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